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The Hon'ble MB. GOKHALE: u Sir, I think much of what the Hon'hle
Mr. Madge has -ai'd was bcs.de the' point, so far as the discussion raised by
me is concerned. I .spLciilcnliy staled al tlie outset that I did not want to
refer to other Department* tlian the Survey of India and the Geological
Survey ; in fact, I u<qm.-s3y state!I had nothing but appreciation for the work
of tho oilier Departments al.d wanted to raise no question about _ them. And
my point iu connection ttilh Loth these Departments was this. Por some
reLon or other, the cliargo went up to a certain year, and then, for a year
or two, m each case, the charges wmt down, owing to financial pressure
evidently. But tiio charges arc i>-umg up again and there is no explanation
forthcoming. I wanted "(o iinprcbs- on the Council that if charges can be
kupt down owing to financial difficulties, they are capable of being kept down.
And as the financial difficulties are not yet over it is necessary that the charges
should not be allowed tu go up again.

"As regards what the Hon'ble Mr. Robertson has said, that is only carrying
the unsatisfactory state oL' the matter one step further. If there are no suitable
Indians available owing to the lack of facilities for proper training, the
Government have to sue lo it that such facilities are provided, and Indians
with the necessary qualifications are available; surely that is a duty resting
upon the Government. However, I do not want to press this resolution."

The resolution was withdrawn.

SALT, EXCISE, Etc.

The Hon'ble MR. Eo2E&rsox : " I rise, Sir, to introduce the heads of Salt,
Excise, Customs, the Post OMce, Telegraphs and Stationery and Printing. I
shall as-k you to permit the Hon'blo Mr. Stewart-Wilson to introduce the head
Post Office and the Hon'ble Mr. Dempster the head Telegraphs.

" With regard to Salt, I have nothing to add to the remarks made by the
Hon'ble Finance Member in introducing the Budget. And in the case of
Excise, the revised arrangements, by which in two Provinces this head has
become entirely Provincial and in three others the Provincial share has been
raised to three-fourths, make it unnecessary to discuss the subject in detail in
this Council. Under Customs we are concerned only with the expenditure side.
The estimate for next year is more than a lakh in excess of the revised estimate
of the year now current. This L due to the necessity there is of keeping our
establishments up to the denr.nds of expanding trade; about half the increase,
I may mention, in expenditure is clue to zi revision of the Custom-house estab-
lishment at the thriving port of Karachi.

" Last year, when dealing with the expenditure on Stationery and Printing,
I referred iu certain measures which were then beiog taken with a view to the
exercise of creator economy under this head. The result has been, as Hon'ble

coming year. I should perhaps
refer very briefly to two matters in this connection. In May last a Committee
uf Departmental officers, under the presidency of the Controller of Printing
and Stationery, hwk up tho quotum of reducing the number and variety of the
otiico forms in use in the Secreiaii.it Offices of tho Government of India, and in
revfciui* in ihe direction of economy (he qualities of the papers used in the offices.
Very >abstaati;il relnc-lion:* in co4 were brought about as the result of
rhe Committee's recommendations, and similar work was carried out in the
Post Office and in tho TeiegTaph Department. I may add thakthese economies
were brought about without causing undue inconvenience in the Government
offices. It is true that wo have hud one or two complaints about the quality of
the article* supplied. Ono complaint came from the head of an office in
Calcutta, who sent us a specimen of a very useful article which finds a place on
every office table. It is intended for drying ink. He asked us to examine this
particular specimen which he sent up, as he said he did not himself believe in